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This province is usually described as the Delta of the Cauve%|
and the term ia sufficiently appropriate, though the district compre
hends a small tract beyond the Delta, while a portion of the latter is
included in Trichinopoly. The whole Delta portion of the district i
flat and alluvial, fully cultivated with rice crops, studded with numer-
ous villages and groves of cocoanut trees, and intersected in every
direction by a net work of irrigating channels from the river Cauvery,
presenting throughout the features of a flourishing country. South-
west of the town of Tanjore the country is somewhat more elevated,
especially about Vellum where the Collector generally resides, but there
is nothing that can bo called a hill in the whole district. Along the
coast a bolt of sand drifts and low jungle protects the lands from the
soa ; but between Point Calymere and Adrampatam, there is a salt
swamp of several square miles area.
No rock is prevalent in Tanjoro except latorito which is abundant
in the high grounds near the western frontier, and is again met with
in tiho extreme south. Around Vellum are many beautiful specimens
of rock crystal. Along the southern coast a narrow and thin bed of
sandstone containing shells, was lately found running parallel with,
and about half a mile from the shore, and aboxxt two yards below the
ground. The stone is compact enough to bo used for building pur-
pesos.
Extensive beds of marine shells consisting of tho largo pearl oyster
and other existing specimens, have been found in many excavations
youth of Negapatam, at tho distance of throe or four miles inland and
covered with several foot of alluvial soil, on the south coast also are
numerous specimens of this kind, of comparatively recent appearance.
The Delta contains somo tracts of rich silt, and tho immediate mar-
gins of tho river are generally covered with a light loam; but for the
most part tho soil is naturally poor, and it is irrigation alone which
makes tho province such a scono of fertility. Tho varieties of soils
in tho higher grounds beyond the Delta arc red loam, black cotton
soil, sandy light earth and yellow cli^ much impregnated with soda
and incurably sterile. In the Puttacottah talook soda is collected from
such soil for the manufacture of soap.
The climate of Tanjore is much the same as that of the maritime
Carnatic in general, but the westerly winds though very strong, are
softened and cooled by their passage over the inundated lands,
Utec <?$$&   Jfk the i^rth-east monsoon the coast talooks